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This text's major thesis, that "Canada cannot presently, historically, legally, or morally claim to be built
upon European-derived law alone," has been mentioned
before. Yet in those earlier musings by Borrows and
others, such a statement has never been documented
so well as it is here. Borrows contemplates that others,
besides those sympathetic with Indigenous perspectives,
might just admit such a thesis is the case. Moreover, they
might also support the creation of social and economic
policies that demonstrate such a belief. But observing it in
Canada's current legal system-really? Keenly aware of
skeptics, Borrows has thought as much about his method
as his content. As a result, he trumps other authors by
using the proverbial "master's tools" to take down the
"master's house," revealing to us that the Canadian legal
system is, first and foremost, imbued with Indigenous
law. The problem, he simultaneously details, is that too
many people do not interpret it as such.
His method is the following: introduce the places one
can find Indigenous law, then detail these places in an
advanced way, followed by observations about Indigenous
law in (non-Indigenous) common and civil law systems;
then acknowledge the problems that arise due to these systems' interplay; identify the actual multijuridical nature of
Canada's interpretation of the "rule of law"; explain how
courts and legislatures can encourage the multijuridical
nature to protect democratic values; notice how religion
also influences what everyone considers the fair treatment of individuals and groups; and, finally, predict how
Indigenous norms can help address future (and inevitable)
problems in our society. Clearly, Borrows wants to allay
any fears about Indigenous perspectives being foreign,
unhelpful, or illegal. The strongest quality of Canada's
Indigenous Constitution is the number of ways Borrows
finds to show how Indigenous practices are alive and well
and have already proven useful to non-Aboriginals who
have worked to make North America more domestically
governable and more internationally enviable.
Borrows wants us to realize Indigenous ways are not
that different-religions, private property, and positivism
are apparently part of many Indigenous cultures. At the
same time, he argues the Earth is a legal personality in
law, he envisages "Recognition Acts," he believes nonIndigenous judges are not incapable of empathizing with
Indigenous concerns, and he contends that some of the
academic sources touted as the most accurate (and Borrows does not use subtlety here) actually hinder proper
legal analysis today. Jurisprudence interpreters beware: if
you believed only cases that clearly mention "Aboriginal
rights" are about Indigenous constitutionalism, Borrows
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demands you think again. This Anishnaabe legal scholar
uses history, courtroom events, and legislative prerogatives assertively (yet respectfully) to inform you that a
more advanced understanding of the past and of law is
required. By the time you finish the book, meeting characters like "Mandamin" along the way, it is likely you
won't disagree.
Borrows concludes that the law is "a peaceful, vicious
being" and will eventually expose your contradictory
values if you choose not to eliminate your inconsistent
authoritative methods (like most interpretations of Canadian law). The book tells us we are approaching an
intellectual and jurisprudential abyss, and it is about time
we make a quick turnaround-the rule of law demands
it. Signa A. Daum Shanks, College ofLaw, University of
Saskatchewan.
Aboriginal Title and Indigenous Peoples: Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand. Edited by Louis A. Knafla and Haijo Westra. Vancouver: UBC Press, 2010. vi
+ 267 pp. Notes, bibliography indices. C$85.00 cloth,
C$32.95 paper.
This volume contains a number of intelligent, insightful
essays that, as a collection, are meant to offer comparative
perspectives on Aboriginal title issues in Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. A relatively limited number of
the essays actually engage in direct comparison, although
David Yarrow's examination ofthe place ofIndigenous jurisdiction in Australia and Canada, Kent McNeil's scrutiny
ofthe source and content ofIndigenous land rights in Australia and Canada, and Louis Knafta's superb introduction
are welcome exceptions. Most of the other chapters frame
a set of comparisons by engaging with issues in a single
jurisdiction, although some are also devoted to specific
topics farther removed from the book's main thrust. Many
of these are nonetheless interesting, and there are chapters
by seasoned academics as well as new writers in the field.
Significantly, the book crosses disciplinary boundaries:
law, history, anthropology, and other disciplinary approaches are represented, with some chapters addressing
the intersections of these disciplines.
Because of its emphasis on Aboriginal title and associated issues, the collection bears on the Great Plains
more implicitly than directly, with the exception of a piece
by Japanese academic Kenichi Matsui on negotiations
around Aboriginal water rights on the Canadian prairies
in the early 20th century. Nonetheless, the book's indirect
bearing on the Great Plains remains largely relevant, with
perspectives on general issues concerning the foundations
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of Aboriginal title and discussions of the very nature of
judges' engagement with Indigenous rights relating indirectly to Indigenous rights in the Great Plains region.
Although Aboriginal Title does not state the point
directly, its papers had their origins in a conference held
at the University of Calgary in 2003. A seven-year delay
from the authors' first engagement with the themes to the
time of publication is unfortunate, despite the fact that
there has obviously been some serious effort at updating and including subsequent literature. The papers are
nonetheless framed somewhat in the mindset of a few
years ago or end up focusing on adjudicated cases from
the early 1990s. Sophisticated though their comments are,
delayed dissemination of academic work is unfortunate.
Overall, this collection offers a welcome contribution to the growing literature on comparative Indigenous
rights frameworks. Its essays will be of interest within
academic and nonacademic contexts, and it should help
stimulate further thinking that crosses national and
disciplinary borders while addressing issues of interest
to the Great Plains. Dwight Newman, College of Law,
University of Saskatchewan.
"I Thought Pocahontas Was a Movie": Perspectives
on Race/Culture Binaries in Education and Service
Professions. Edited by Carol Schick and James McNinch.
Regina, SK: Canadian Plains Research Center, University of Regina, 2009. xxi + 191 pp. Notes, references,
index. C$29.95 paper.
This edited volume argues that a race/culture binary
lies at the heart of Canada's ongoing relationship with the
descendants of the country's First Peoples. In looking at
the service professions, editors Carol Schick and James
McNinch trouble taken-for-granted assumptions based
upon racial, cultural, and ethnic difference, arguing
that representations of Indigenous peoples as culturally
inferior, a trope that has replaced the idea of biological
inferiority, is highly instrumental in the social positioning and unequal power relations that exists today in Canadian society. In turn, the editors tie this discussion back
to Canada's colonial history and the social, material, and
ideological conditions produced in previous eras.
In comparing "race as biology" to "culture as destiny," the editors refer to the early 20th-century shift in
thinking (in large part, the legacy of early ethnographers)
whereby culture rather than race comes to be seen as the
determining factor in a people's fate. Following Australian scholar Aileen Moreton-Robinson (Talkin' Up to the
White Woman: Indigenous Women and White Feminism,
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2000), who describes the concepts of race and culture as
constituting "a priori essential meanings and biological
essentialism," the editors make the case that Canada's Indigenous peoples continue to be burdened by these ideas
in the 21st century.
There is a definite Canadian perspective offered
by authors in areas such as education, health care, and
law enforcement. Contributors deal with the problems
associated with the "management of difference"; for example, Joyce Green's chapter, "From Stonechild to Social
Cohesion," highlights the fact that ongoing colonialism,
racism's feeding ground, has yet to be sufficiently named
in the Canadian prairie context; hence, the job of dismantling it has yet to begin. Contributors also raise serious
questions regarding the push to commodify knowledge
in the academy. Andrea Smith speaks to this issue in her
chapter "Native Studies Beyond the Academic-industrial
Complex," perhaps the most important in the collection
given its proffered strategies for countering the domination of the academic-industrial complex and tying the
work of decolonization and Indigenous resistance to
movement building and collective action for social change
at the community level. Smith argues for the need to move
past antiracism, or what she describes as "taking power,"
and into the realm of movement building for sovereignty
and social justice-in other words, "making power." She
points to instances, for example in Latin America, where
this work is already under way.
The scope of this book asks the reader to consider the
problems associated with current approaches to addressing social injustice and inequality that rely on race (e.g.,
antiracism) and culture (e.g., cultural competence). This
reminds the reader that the service professions remain too
often focused on social justice at the level of the service
professional, and too often caught up in the mechanics of
overcoming ethnic, cultural, and racial difference, while
in the process losing sight of to whom and to what we
should be accountable, and also of what decolonization
truly means. The book is an important opportunity to
begin to reflect upon these much larger ideas. Tracy L.
Friedel, Department of Curriculum and Pedagogy, University ofBritish Columbia.
The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma: A Legal History.
By L. Susan Work. Foreword by Lindsay G. Robertson.
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2010. xx + 334 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth.
In this fascinating and well-documented account, L.
Susan Work illustrates how a myriad of federal laws and
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